1 Peter 1:17-23"

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according
to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors,
not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before
he foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your
sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. Now
that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the

living and enduring word of God.

vAbout the Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23

In today’s reading, believers are exhorted to a standard of life that reflects what God has
done for them. The appropriate response to God’s greatness and goodness is behavior
pleasing to God.

The image of ransoming, or redemption, is taken from the Old Testament where it has both a
secular and a theological use. In Hebrew society an enslaved person or alienated land was
bought back by the next-of-kin, and the first-born was bought back by the family. In the New
Testament, the metaphor of the legal transaction of redemption is of great significance.
Jesus applies the term to his death, and Paul also speaks of the price of Jesus’ blood. The
term redemption is used most often, however, in the general sense of paying the price.



