
Matthew 25:14-30v vi 

Jesus said to the disciples: “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 

summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave 

five, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.  Then 

he went away.  The one who had received the five talents went off at once 

and traded with them, and made five more talents.  In the same way, the 

one who had the two talents made two more talents.  But the one who had 

received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money.  After a long time the master of those slaves came and 

settled accounts with them.  Then the one who had received the five talents 

came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 

to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’  His master said to 

him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 

few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 

‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 

talents.’  His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 

you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received 

the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 

harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 

scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.  

Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy 

slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where 

I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 

bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 

interest.  So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 



taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

 

                                                           
v About Matthew 25:14-30 

The second of Matthew’s three end-time parables concerns the gift of talents and how they 

are used. As so often with Matthew’s parables, the emphasis is on the serious demand for a 

decision about how to act. Here the demand is to use one’s gifts in order to participate fully 

in the reality of God’s coming kingdom. The focus is on the last slave who does not put to use 

what he has been given. 

 

The question is not uncertainty about the date of the return, but about what reckoning will 

be required. According to rabbinical law, a man who buried property entrusted to him had 

taken the safest course and was not liable for its loss. Whereas the first two servants take the 

risk of losing their talents, the last servant shows that his primary interest is in his own 

security. The master, however, expects fruitfulness from his servants no matter how long his 

return is delayed. 

 

The parable is now directed at the Christian community. Gifts given either grow with use or 

wither with disuse. The Lord expects of the individual not a vindication of his or her own 

righteousness, but a devotion to God and others that takes risks in their service. The reward 

for such faithfulness is further responsibility. 

 

vi Reflection and Response 

Today’s readings prompt us to take stock of what we have, and in doing so discover we are 
richer than we thought. We have talents and skills we take for granted, the wealth of the 
arts, the beauty of nature, the blessing of friends and family. However, making that list is the 
easy part. Then we face the tougher question: what have we done with all we have been 
given? 
 
Do we complain that we have a home we have to clean, clothes we must wash, medical bills 
to pay, a gas tank to fill, and children to care for? How embarrassed we would be to meet the 
homeless, the poorly clothed, those deprived of medical care, those who can’t afford a car, 
and those who would give anything for a child to cherish. 
 
But there is more to the parable. It could nudge the lazy toward action and the indifferent 



                                                                                                                                                                                           
toward gratitude. It could prompt action or contemplation. Because a story suggests rather 
than insists, it may contain a different application for every reader. But for all of us it can 
underscore the bounty of God. Lest we place too much emphasis on our own efforts, it 
reminds us that the initiative is God’s, who distributes the silver pieces. Ultimately, the 
rewards and praise for the loyal servants come from God’s hands. 
 
The letter to the Thessalonians also looks toward the end times. Paul reminds us that we live 
as redeemed people, the children of light. Therefore we need not cower in fear, nor waste 
our days in unawareness. Our high expectation eagerly anticipates the appearance of the One 
we love. As Reginald Fuller points out, “the Christian must always live on tiptoe...” 
 
Knowing all that, we still balance the tension of day and night. When we think we are secure, 
we are most vulnerable. When we recognize our brokenness we are most whole. In our efforts 
to live faithfully, we uncover more paradoxes each day. 

 


