Ephesians 2:1-10"
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived,

following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us
once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone
else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he
loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in
the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the
result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to

be our way of life.

" About the Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10

This letter was probably first circulated as an encyclical letter to a number of churches in Asia Minor. Chapter
1 centers upon the privileges of the believer’s new life in Christ. Today’s reading focuses on the process of
restoration. God alone takes the initiative.

In verses 8-10, there is a double aspect to salvation. It begins with “grace” (v. 5) and results in “good works”
(v. 10). Faith is here a gift from God, not something we do. Works are required, but not as a prerequisite. The
living out of the Christian life is not the cause of salvation, but its effect. Faith must always lead to good
works.



