2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17"

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at
home in the body we are away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by
sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the
body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away,

we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has
been done in the body, whether good or evil. (Therefore, knowing the fear
of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to
God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are
not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to
boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in
outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it
is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.) For the love of Christ
urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore
all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now
on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in
that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old

has passed away; see, everything has become new!

" About the Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17

At first Christians believed that the Lord’s second coming was imminent (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11). With the
passage of time, questions were raised about the fate of those Christians who had already died (1
Thessalonians 4:13-18). In a metaphor mixed between images of inhabiting a dwelling and putting on a
garment, Paul develops further thoughts about the resurrected body from the teachings of 1 Corinthians 15:35-
54.

Paul suggests that the believer is not “unclothed, but...further clothed” in the spiritual body. Though they are
now not yet “with the Lord” in the full sense, they are still always in Christ even when “away from the Lord.”



They “walk by faith, not by sight,” that is, not yet on the basis of an objectively verifiable Lord.

Paul then turns the Corinthians’ attention to the conduct of their earthly life, urging them to make it their aim
to please the Lord in the knowledge that their reward at the final judgment depends not upon faith alone, but
also upon their deeds. Paul sees no inconsistency between justification by faith and judgment on the basis of
deeds for justification calls for obedience and right behavior.



