
1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15)ii 
 
All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 

and said to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; 

appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” But the thing 

displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel 

prayed to the LORD, and the LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the 

people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they 

have rejected me from being king over them. Just as they have done to me, 

from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and 

serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their 

voice; only-- you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the 

king who shall reign over them.” 

 

So Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking 

him for a king. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign 

over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be 

his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; [and he will appoint for himself 

commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his 

ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the 

equipment of his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and 

cooks and bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and 

olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. He will take one-tenth of your 

grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers.] He 

will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and 

donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, 

and you shall be his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your 

king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer 

you in that day.” 

 



But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but 

we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other 

nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our 

battles.” 

 

[Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the 

kingship.” So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king 

before the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed offerings of well-being before 

the LORD, and there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly.] 

 

 

                                                           
ii About 1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15) 
1 and 2 Samuel, originally one book, tell of the transition in Israel’s leadership from a system of 

charismatically appointed judges who appeared in times of crisis to a monarchy that would imitate the 

governing systems of the neighboring nations. 

 

Samuel, the last and greatest judge, grudgingly anoints Saul as the first king. After a chaotic reign ending in 

civil war, Saul dies violently and the tribes of Israel unite in their support of David as their new king.  

 

The rest of the book recounts the turbulent story of David’s kingship. The author highlights his attempt to 

build a royal dynasty by centralizing government and worship in Jerusalem and the threats to dissolve the 

dynasty through family problems. 

 

First Samuel focuses on the man who ushered Israel through the political transition from judges to kings. 

Samuel united in himself many of the roles of the tribal confederacy period of Israel’s history. He was a 

Nazirite dedicated to the Lord, a judge, a prophet, a priest and the reluctant leader of the movement to place a 

king over Israel. 

 


