
Two Witnesses to Jesus and Christ 
 Mary Magdalene, the first to see him as the risen Christ that knew him 

fully in his humanity, where her love relationship with him began. 
 Paul, who never knew Jesus in his humanity and almost entirely speaks 

of the risen Christ, rather than the human Jesus.  
o This is the same experience available to us all. 
o Because Paul starts his love relationship with the Universal 

Christ 

Mary Magdalene 
 She saw the risen Jesus as a gardener.  She knew it was him because he 

called her by name, in a recognizable voice. 
 “Do not touch me.” Says the omnipresent voice from  gardener in his 

inclusive Christ role.   
o The Gardener symbolizes the presence of Christ everywhere all 

the time. 
o The command demands an inclusive mind set: don’t think that 

God is  just here and not there, or is mine but not yours. That is 
rather exclusive. 

o The man Mary knew and loved became the radical unity 
between Christ and all people . . . the corporate personality. 

o Mary once new this man, Jesus, by outer observation, but now 
she/we know him primarily by interior exchange (by 
experience). 

 Which is how we all know Christ, and is 
commonly called “prayer.” 

o What this brings to my mind is St. Luke, 
in his gospel, having the disciples 
requesting of Jesus, “Lord teach us to 
pray.”  

o Jesus responded with what we now 
know as “the Lord’s prayer.”   

o In looking at that response in Aramaic, 
I’ve concluded that Jesus’ response, in 
short, was  

“Remember the creator and your 
source; experience it now and your wish 
will be granted. You experience it by 
daily spiritual feeding, all-around 
forgiveness and through whatever it 



takes to keep you from forgetting that 
from which you came again.”   

 Mary was the first witness to the omnipresent Christ; she was 
the first apostle. 

o The early definition of an apostle is a “witness to the 
resurrection.”  (Acts 1:22) 

 To witness is to have personal knowledge of 
something 

 Spiritual knowing is an inner encounter and a 
calm inner knowing that we usually identify 
with soul knowledge. 

 We need this intimate inner knowing because 
we can’t be left at the visual level or we will 
always think we can localize, limit, or capture 
God as a private possession or as something 
that can or must be proven to others. 

 “God is God, then the divine presence must 
necessarily be everywhere and universally 
accessible. 

 Mary came to full spirituality knowing quickly because it was 
knowing through the love relationship and the presence itself.  
This is a lot stronger than the empirical knowing that we so 
often employ. 

o If we don’t learn how to send people on inner journeys, 
or love journeys, the whole religious project will 
continue to fail because we have no living witness of a 
transformed life. 

 Mary was an apostle to the apostles; she is the one to first pass 
on the good news. 

o Mary took her journey not by grasping on to the old 
Jesus, but by letting him introduce her to the even 
larger Christ.  He showed himself under another form. 
(Mark 16:12) 

 Some of the post resurrection stories are put in 
the Gospel as pre-resurrection events – 
transfiguration, walking on water etc. 

o For Jesus to become Christ he must surpass the bounds 
of space and time 

 Mary Magdalene serves as a witness to personal love and 
intimacy, which for most is the best and easiest start on the 
path toward universal love. 



o She experienced a sudden shift of recognition toward 
the universal presence or Christ 

 He in fact is the gardener! 
 He has become every man and every woman! 

In our second witness, we will meet one who starts with the Universal Christ, 
which then leads him to a deep devotion to the crucified and resurrected Jesus.  
God can use either path as long as we stay on that path for the whole journey. 

Paul 
. . . Who only ever knew the risen Christ. 

 En Cristo – moved him away from a narrow religion into a universal 
vision 

o He started with Christ and made identification with Jesus. 
o He was a witness to both cultural and a personal transformation 

which he himself want through. 
 Jesus was the personal 
 Christ was the cultural, historical and the social levels 
 His transition is symbolized in blindness for three days. 
 He went from ego-self love to group love to universal 

love. 
 He, with Jesus believed that people are punished by 

their sins 
 Paul’s ministry was an attempt to free humans from a long lasting 

passing, oppressive illusory corporate  entrapment of sin 
o That was his light 
o His shadow was to be perceived as moralistic and didactic 

 The addict, or sinner, does not actually enjoy the world as much as he or 
she is enslaved to it. 

o There is nothing to be against, but just keep concentrating on 
the Big you are for. 

 That is to unattached to man-made domination 
systems, except the kingdom of God. 

o Jesus focused his attention to people who did not think they 
were sinners, which is always the foundational problem. 

 He did not waste time punishing symptoms. 
 Besides, goodness is its own reward and evil is its own 

punishment 
 Our present highly partisan politics, angry culture wars, and circling of 

the wagons around white privilege are the final gasp of the old dying 
paradigm. 



 The second coming of Christ is emerging through an evolution of 
consciousness toward nonviolence, inclusivity, mysticism, and even 
more selfless love, as well as more correct naming of the shadow side of 
things.   

NOTE 

I’ve always pushed back when evolutionist made the claim that we humans are 
moving towards a more loving universal consciousness.  Now I must admit that 
there is such evidence.  I’ve been guilty of confusing journalism with history. 

“These smaller entities have a life and death of their own, and can never be 
captured by either killing or redeeming one individual. “  Evil was seen by both 
Jesus and Paul as corporate bondage and illusion, more than just private 
perverse behavior.  

 Very import, and utterly new idea from Paul was that the gospel was 
not about following some criteria outside of the human person – which 
he calls “the law,” but  that the locus of authority had changed to inside 
the human person.  – The law written in our hearts. 

 Can you do that being of the world – always or mostly being in the 
company thereof?  Paul says no.  That is what churches are for. 

 The Amish, the Bruderhof, Black Churches and some Catholic orders are 
closer than the rest of us. 

 Think tanks, support groups, prayer groups, study groups, projects 
building houses for the poor, healing circles, or mission organizations 
are emerging as alternatives to Sunday only worship services, 

 Remember, it is not the brand name that matters.  It is that God’s heart 
be made available and active on this earth. 

 After billions of years the universal Christ still moves forward – often 
without a name. 

So here we are, moving forward with a woman with seven devils and a 
murderous zealot as God’s two primary witnesses, leading the way to “another 
name for everything, the resurrection journey. 

 


