
Wisdom 1:16—2:1, 12-22iv 
 
The ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death; considering 
him(death) a friend, they pined away and made a covenant with him,  
because they are fit to belong to his company. 
 
For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves, “Short and sorrowful is 
our life, and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end, and no one has 
been known to return from Hades.  
 
Let us lie in wait for the righteous man, because he is inconvenient to us  
and opposes our actions; he reproaches us for sins against the law, and 
accuses us of sins against our training.  
 
He professes to have knowledge of God, and calls himself a child of the 
Lord.  
 
He became to us a reproof of our thoughts; the very sight of him is a burden 
to us, because his manner of life is unlike that of others, and his ways are 
strange.  
 
We are considered by him as something base, and he avoids our ways as 
unclean; he calls the last end of the righteous happy, and boasts that God is 
his father.  
 
Let us see if his words are true, and let us test what will happen at the end 
of his life; for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him, and will 
deliver him from the hand of his adversaries.  
 
Let us test him with insult and torture, so that we may find out how gentle 
he is, and make trial of his forbearance.  
 
Let us condemn him to a shameful death, for, according to what he says,  
he will be protected.” 
 
Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray, for their wickedness blinded 
them, and they did not know the secret purposes of God, nor hoped for the 
wages of holiness, nor discerned the prize for blameless souls. 



 
 

                                                           
iv About Wisdom 1:16—2:1, 12-22 
The book of Wisdom was written in Greek, probably during the first century BCE, by a 

Hellenistic Jew who writes as Solomon, thereby giving his work a greater authority in the 

wisdom literature. He uses traditional wisdom material to recall the Jews to faithfulness to 

God, for many were tempted to renounce their faith by the attractions of the surrounding 

culture. 

 

Today’s reading presents the faulty thinking of the ungodly who have forsaken God’s wisdom 

and ways. Those who have left their faith believe that life is meaningless. They believe that 

self-indulgence is the only comfort and might the only right. Those seeking right relationships 

are hated for their judgment on this way of life. Everything they do and say contradicts this 

ungodly life. 

 


